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The question of the origin and the presence in India of the so-called Aryans must be

approached by combining data from archaeology, linguistics, population genetics, as

well from early Vedic texts dealing with religion, mythology and rituals. They all
have to be examined critically, preferably by interdisciplinary dialogue, and areas of
overlap of data and content have to be established. Here, an overview is presented
that tends to indicate a western Central Asian origin near the Urals with subsequent
migration of Indo-Aryan speaking bands, via the Inner Asian Mountain belt and
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Bactria into India, a process accompanied by acculturation with previous populations,
their languages and cultures.
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Earlier this year David Drewes published an article entitled “The Idea of the
historical Buddha,” in which he reviewed the opinions of selected western
Buddhologists on whether or not the Buddha was a historical person and, in
conclusion, denied the existence of the Buddha. As D. Drewes exclusively draws on
secondary literature to demonstrate his point, it seems worthwhile to go back to the
sources in order to evaluate their age and to trace possibly early fragments containing
information on the biography of the Buddha. In doing so, linguistic arguments are
used to determine a relative chronology. If texts show traces pointing to an early date
fairly near to the assumed life time of the Buddha, they might either indicate the
historical existence, or at least the date of the creation of the person called the
Buddha. Moreover, contradictions to later Buddha biographies in early texts are
pointed out which might indicate the memory of a genuine person. Lastly, the literary
form of early Buddhist texts is taken into consideration.
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