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Connections between the Vedic language and that of early Buddhism were observed already during the
beginnings of Buddhology in Europe. After a brief survey of research, some features of syntax and
vocabulary are discussed, while concentrating on the Vedic meaning of certain words and terms such as
grama or samkaksika partly unrecognized so far and preserved only in the oldest Buddhist texts. Particular
attention is paid to the formation of the Vinaya term pardjika used to designate the first group of offences,
the transgression of which entails expulsion from the Samgha. Lastly, a verse from the first part of the
Samyuttanikaya is interpreted to demonstrate, how the original form of this Buddhist verse can be

reconstructed and the meaning understood only by referring to a Vedic text.
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